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POLITICS 


Melendez whistleblower bill gathers steam 


It would protect lawmakers’ staff who report 
wrongdoing; has repeatedly stalled in state Senate 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


The focus on exposing and 
stopping sexual harassment in 
state government has given new 
life to an Inland assemblywom- 
an’s bill that has repeatedly fal- 
tered in the state Senate. 

AB 403, sponsored by Assem- 
blywoman Melissa Melendez, 
R-Lake Elsinore, would extend 


whistleblower protection to law- 
makers’ staff. Versions of the bill 
that would protect legislative 
staffers who report wrongdoing 
from being fired or retaliated 
against have passed the Assem- 
bly four times, only to die quietly 
in the Senate. 

But with Sacramento en- 
meshed in a national backlash 
against sexual harassment that 
led to the resignation of Assem- 
blyman Raul Bocanegra, D-Ar- 


leta, Melendez’s bill, pre- 
viously billed as an anti- 
corruption measure, is 
being seen as a way to fos- 
ter a culture that encour- 
ages victims to come for- 
ward and hold harassers 
accountable. 

In a Wednesday letter to 
Senate President Pro Tem Kevin 
De León, D-Los Angeles, Sen. 
Andy Vidak, R-Hanford, called for 
a Senate hearing on Melendez’s 
bill, which is idled in the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. 

“If the ‘Legislative Employee 
Whistleblower Protection Act’ 


Melendez 


had been enacted, per- 
haps some of the horrible 
acts recounted at (Tues- 
day’s) Assembly Rules 
Committee hearing could 
have been prevented, or at 
least dealt with in a man- 
ner much more fair to the 
female victims,” Vidak 
wrote. 

The committee held a five- 
hour hearing in which women 
who work in and around the 
state Capitol urged reforms to 
protect victims of sexual harass- 
ment and make complaints eas- 
ier to report. 


In a Nov. 17 news release out- 
lining steps to prevent sexual ha- 
rassment, De León indicated a 
willingness to extend whistle- 
blower protection to staffers. 

“T believe we must create a two- 
house process and that we should 
immediately pass reforms when 
the Legislature is next in session, 
including a bill to protect legisla- 
tive employees from retaliation,” 
the Senate leader said. 

In an interview during an 
Oct. 25 visit to Riverside, Assem- 
bly Speaker Anthony Rendon, D- 
Lakewood, noted he voted for 
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HAS WURKERS C 


FAILED SURVIVORS? 


SAN BERNARDINO TERRORIST ATTACK 


Geraldine Ly, a workers’ comp law specialist who represents nine San Bernardino terror attack survivors, bursts into tears when asked about 
the well-being of her clients at her Santa Ana office. She says it wasn’t until the survivors were shortchanged that legislators took notice. 


Laws: State senator says ‘the whole 
focus is on denying care and claims’ 


By Suzanne Hutt » shurt@scng.com, @SuzanneHurt on Twitter 


truggles endured by survivors of the 
Dec. 2, 2015, San Bernardino terrorist at- 
tack throw an unflattering spotlight on the 
California’s workers’ compensation system 

and San Bernardino County. 
Changes in workers’ comp laws have led to big 
savings for insurance companies but made it in- 
creasingly difficult for injured workers to get the 


help they need. 


And the county “put dollars ahead of people” and 
showed “ignorance and a complete lack of empa- 
thy” by denying or delaying some treatment, said 
state Sens. Jeff Stone, R-Temecula, and Hannah- 
Beth Jackson, D-Santa Barbara. 

The worker’s comp system just wasn’t designed 
to treat people injured in such attacks or other 


workplace violence. 


MORE INSIDE 


Ride on: Second annual 
memorial bike ride held in 
Redlands to remember the 
victims and families. news 5 
Tribute: Members of com- 
munity go to makeshift me- 
morial to remember the 14 
who lost their lives. NEWs 5 
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By Suzanne Hurt 
shurt@scng.com 
@SuzanneHurt on Twitter 


She remembers the voices 
as she lay dying outside the In- 
land Regional Center on Dec. 2, 
2015. 

The voices kept asking her 
name and age, over and over, as 
she lay in triage with her eyes 
closed. 

Julie Swann-Paez had been 
shot twice in the pelvis in a ter- 
rorist attack by her Muslim co- 
worker and his wife. She was 
losing blood and conscious- 
ness. Her blood pressure was 
plummeting. 

“Tf I can stay conscious, if I 


Survivor Julie Swann-Paez does Pilates in Rancho Cucamonga to 
strengthen muscles. She had metal rods screwed in her hip bones 
for a shattered pelvis and a colostomy and then more surgeries. 


Survivor shot twice says 


NDY YAMANAKA — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


ng to pain 


can keep answering their ques- 
tions, I’m going to survive. I'll 
make it if I can get to the hos- 
pital,” she told herself. 

The 50-year-old San Ber- 
nardino County Environmen- 
tal Health Services inspector 
barely survived the ambulance 
ride to Loma Linda University 
Medical Center and emergency 
surgery to find and stop the 
bleeding. 

She’d lost almost all her 
blood, needing more than 10 
pints. Surgeons cleaned and 
closed the bullet wounds, re- 
paired the damage, stabilized 
her shattered pelvis by screw- 
ing protruding metal rods into 


her hip bones and gave her a 
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GOP's 
next step: 
Cutting 
salety net 


Vowing to make changes 
to Medicare and Social 
Security, Republicans 
want leaner government 


By Kate Zernike 
and Alan Rappeport 
The New York Times 


As the tax cut legislation 
passed by the Senate early Sat- 
urday hurtles toward final ap- 
proval, Republicans are prepar- 
ing to use the swelling deficits 
made worse by the package as 
a rationale to pursue their long- 
held vision: undoing the enti- 
tlements of the New Deal and 
Great Society, leaving govern- 
ment leaner and the safety net 
skimpier for millions of Ameri- 
cans. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan and 
other Republicans are beginning 
to express their big dreams pub- 
licly, vowing that next year they 
will move on to changes in Medi- 
care and Social Security. Presi- 
dent Donald Trump told a Mis- 
souri rally last week, “Were go- 
ing to go into welfare reform.” 

Their nearly $1.5 trillion pack- 
age of tax cuts, a plan likely to 
win final approval in the coming 
days, could be the first step. But 
their strategy poses enormous 
risks, not only for millions of 
Americans who rely on entitle- 
ment programs, but also for Re- 
publicans who would wade into 
politically difficult waters, cut- 
ting popular benefits for the el- 
derly and working poor just after 
cutting taxes for profitable cor- 
porations. 

“The way to get at fixing the 
debt is to feel like everybody is 
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HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS 


Jayden Daniels, left, and Cajon 
High's football team beat Downey, 
54-28, to win the Division 4 
championship, and Big Bear beat 
Santa Maria, 37-23, to win the 
Division 12 title. SPORTS 1, 8 


Discovering coastal Carlsbad 
The northern San Diego County city 


is growing in population and other 


ways with cool restaurants, brewer- 


ies and artists. LIFESTYLE 1 
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Custom rides for veterans 
Warfighter Made, a Temecula-based 
nonprofit group, rehabs vehicles for 
military veterans who have been 

1 wounded in combat. LOCAL 1 


